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independent kingdom in 1839, her neutrality had been
" guaranteed" in the Treaty of London, by Germany,
France, and Great Britain. That neutrality had been
respected in the Franco-Prussian War, but Germany now
prepared to break it. German army plans were based on an
invasion which should sweep through Belgium and on into
France.

Great Britain had a solid tradition behind her in demand-
Belgian ing that Belgian neutrality must be respected. She would
y not tolerate the armed forces of another great power in the
sea-coasts opposite her shores. When the Germans broke
the Treaty of London and invaded Belgium, Britain made
up her mind. She called upon the Germans to withdraw,
but they declared it folly to make war " for a scrap of
paper", and refused to give way. War between Great
Britain, and Germany was then declared on 4th August,
1914.

The Prime Minister (Mr. Asquith) in a speech said:
" If I am asked what we are fighting for, I reply in two
sentences. First to fulfil a solemn international obligation
. . . second to vindicate the principle that small nationa-
lities are not to be crushed in defiance of international
good faith by the arbitrary will of a strong and overmaster-
ing great Power."